
I have a friend that is

special because she has Down’s

Syndrome. She is not very

different from anyone else.

She teaches me lessons of life.

We met at Special Gifts Theatre

which is a fun place to have

fun and to enjoy yourself and

others. We have a lot of play

dates and watch movies and

play games. My friend is really

good at the Memory Game and

is very funny. Now you know

that just because she looks

different and acts alittle

different doesn’t mean she is

different. Everyone in this

world is different. They are

very special people with alot

of love to give!

Dani

Age 8

Five years ago, Special Gifts Theatre started with six children and the sheer determination
and enthusiasm of one person, Susie Field, with the support of her family and friends.
Special Gifts Theatre has grown to nearly 100 students, with the tremendous support of
a larger community of staff, volunteers and contributors.

Those of you who have been able to join us at one of our annual productions know first
hand the magic of Special Gifts Theatre. You can see it in the smiles of our students, you
can see it in the tears of their parents, and you can feel it sitting in the audience.  Special
Gifts Theatre makes a difference in the lives of the people we touch.

For the past two years, I have had the privilege of participating in furthering the Mission
of Special Gifts Theatre; to accommodate more children, to train more staff and
to engage more members of the community. Thank you for your past
support and for continuing to help us in “opening doors to new
possibilities”.

Len Rubin, Chairman

A Special Friend

“I really can make a positive difference

and I learned that you have to

get to know a person before

you judge them.”

“...I h
ave a greater

understanding

now, that people

with special

needs aren’t

defined by

their needs.”

THE MISSION OF SGT IS TO PROVIDE CHILDREN AND TEENS WITH SPECIAL

NEEDS A UNIQUE, CREATIVE DRAMA EXPERIENCE ENABLING PERSONAL

GROWTH AND BREAKING DOWN STEREOTYPES RELATED TO

DISABILITIES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE.



“I learned, to help others isa privilege, not a favor!”

“Thank you for letting me share in your dream.  It is a privilege to
have a part of this experience. You change lives!”
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“I learned patience, loveand understanding of howpeople are different.”

Special Gifts Theatre, Inc, is a not-for-profit organization that
was founded to provide children and teens who possess a wide
array of special needs (physical, cognitive, social/emotional, and
learning) the opportunity to experience the joy and enrichment
that theatre arts can bring. The program is educationally and
therapeutically based to insure that each child reaches his or her
maximum potential.
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“The SGT staff is a caring group.  They are always taking the
child’s abilities and stretching them.  Everyone who sees the shows
can see what wonders are going on at SGT. Hearts feel good!”

One day while sitting in the park, I saw
two little boys chatting away as they built
a sandcastle. As I listened closely, I discovered
one child was speaking English and the other
was speaking Chinese.  I asked one of the
mothers sitting near me how the children
were able to communicate if they did not
speak the same language.  She smiled and
said, “Friendship is a universal language!”
That was the impetus that led to the creation
of the Special Gifts Theatre Peer Mentor
Program. The peer mentors and their theatre
buddies form lasting friendships and in the
process learn many life lessons.

Susie Field, Founder


